
 

 

  

Looking ahead to Homecoming 2026---Sept 28th-Oct 2nd 
Monday Sept 28th: Coronation at 8:00 PM in Corsica. The "J" Provided by the Freshmen Class.  After the 

burning(lighting) of the 'J' that is the end of school sponsored activities for the evening. 

Friday, Oct 2nd: JH/HS Regular Classes until 11:00 AM then classes will build floats.  Grades 6-12 will be 

dismissed at 12:30 PM--Elementary Students will be dismissed after the Stickney Parade.   

Parade Theme is “Wild West”- Stickney Parade at 1:00 PM and Corsica Parade 

at 2:15 PM. 
 

Band Students report to the Band room at 12:30 PM. Band Bus Leaves for Stickney at 12:40 PM.  Student Bus 

Leaves for Stickney at 12:40 PM.  MS/HS Classes (6-12) will be dismissed at 12:30 PM. 

NO PM Pre-School Classes that day in Corsica.  AM Pre-School in Stickney will go on as normal schedule. 

Shuttle buses between Corsica-Stickney will run for students, but there will be no PM bus routes 

for students on this day. 

Football Game at 7:00 PM vs TDAAC/DC Thunderhawks (Colors: Carolina Blue/Black/Silver/Gold/White) vs 

the CS Jaguars in Corsica.   Pork Loin Sandwiches will be added to the Concession Stand Menu for $6.00 per 

sandwich on this evening. Pork Loin prepared by Totally Smoked BBQ. 

 
Coming up:  

No School-Friday, September 4th & Monday, September 7th-Labor Day weekend break.  

Local Oral Interp will be September 21st at 7pm.  

Missouri Valley Marching Band in Platte September 25th. 



 

 

  

My name is Becky Tolsma, and this is my first-year teaching at Corsica-Stickney. I grew up in White Lake, South 

Dakota, and graduated from White Lake High School in 1998. I attended the University of South Dakota, where I 

earned a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration in 2002. I am currently pursuing my alternative teaching 

certification while teaching business education courses and Senior PE. I also play piano for the choir and help with the 

marching band. 

I am married to Shannon Tolsma, and together we have a large blended family. My son Waylon graduated from DSU 

this spring and now lives and works in Sioux Falls. Jesse is a junior at SDSU, Presley is in fifth grade, and Holden is in 

second grade. I also have four stepchildren—Dasia, Brady, Casey, and Tate—and four step grandchildren—Kali, 

Amara, Layton, and Nash. Our family also includes Holly, our four-year-old pug. I am excited to be part of the C/S 

school community and look forward to a great year! 

 

Hi! My name is Mrs. Carolyn Weber, and I am excited to begin my second year of teaching! Previously, I taught 
5th grade in the Kimball School District, and this year I am thrilled to join the Corsica-Stickney team as a 1st 
grade teacher. In my free time, I enjoy reading and spending time with my family and friends. I am looking 
forward to meeting new students, families, and filling this school year with learning, growth, and fun! 
 

My name is Bailey Spaans. I graduated from Armour High School in 2021 and from Dakota Wesleyan University in 

December 2024 with a degree in Math Education. I was employed with the Parkston School District for the past year 

and a half before joining Corsica-Stickney School District. I will be teaching junior high and high school math along 

with coaching junior high volleyball and junior high girls’ basketball. In my free time I enjoy going for walks, working 

out, reading, camping, and spending time with friends and family. I am looking forward to getting to know the 

students, families, and community and am excited for a great year at Corsica-Stickney! 

 

Meet the new teachers:

My name is Nathan Blom, and I am the new Tech Coordinator for the Corsica-Stickney School.  I’ve got big shoes to 

fill but Mr. Tuschen left me in a good spot.  I’m married and I have three boys, Jayce, Bryer and Ridley.  We live in 

Corsica.  In my free time I like to golf, hunt, fish, and go camping occasionally.  We are always on the go running to 

their activities.  I look forward to working with the students and teachers here at C/S. 

 



 

  

Title I Tidbits 

It is always so exciting to be back in school with the students. They come back with such excitement for the 

school year and we hope to build upon and sustain that excitement throughout the year!  

We are a Title I school here at Corsica-Stickney Elementary. That means that we can work with any and all 

students in grades K-5 who may need a little extra help in Reading and Math. Students may be with us for a 

short time or may get extra help all year. We are here to help the students be successful in the areas of 

reading and math.  

Mrs. Koch works primarily with students in grades K-2 and Miss Gillette works primarily with students in 

grades 3-5 and with the EL students.  We may go into classrooms and work with students or pull out small 

groups to work with one on one.  

We as teachers have set goals for this school year and the focus is on increased reading and writing 

proficiency at all grade levels.  We have set a goal of 87% of our students be proficient in each of the four 

categories of ELA/Math on the South Dakota ELA/Math Assessments. All students in grades 3-5 will score 

70% or above on the ELA. Math and Science SD State Assessments in all areas.  

 We will also be focusing on Learning Outcomes. Teachers will communicate the focus or learning outcome 

for the lessons they teach with their students at the beginning of each lesson and review the outcome at the 

end to reinforce the lessons learning outcome each day. Students will then know the reason behind the 

lesson or activity they are completing. These learning outcomes are tied directly to the South Dakota State 

Standards. Hopefully through explicit teaching and identification of the learning outcomes an increase in 

student proficiency will be achieved in all areas. 

 Again, this year, we are making it a goal school wide to make reading more fun this year. Read A-louds will 

take place on a daily basis in all grades. We will be explicitly teaching phonics in grades K-2. We will 

implement Interim Testing in grades 2-5. Interim testing will mimic state testing and give the teachers a view 

of what areas they need to focus on before State testing in the Spring.  

We have a new ELA curriculum called Emerge! We are excited to implement this in the K-5 classrooms. It 

follows the Science of Reading which the State of South Dakota has adopted  and is asking us to implement 

in our classroom.  Things will look a little different but, in the end, we are confident it will make the students 

better readers.  

 We have built into our classrooms daily Math Talk or Math Meetings to work on counting, skip counting, 

number sense and basic addition, subtraction, and multiplication review. We will be focusing on Number 

sense, Measurement, and Data and Math Reasoning as specific areas that need improvement at all grade 

levels. We are going to work on making math more hands- on by using visuals and manipulatives in our 

lessons.  

 

Welcome 

Back 



 

 

  

We will begin Reading and Math intervention time each day beginning in early September. Once we get our 

Benchmark data, we will be placing students into groups for specific intervention on skills they need more 

work. In grades K-2 they will get 20 minutes math/Reading intervention time per day. In grades 3-5 they will 

get 20 minutes of reading intervention per day.  

We encourage you to help us by encouraging your children to take 20-30 minutes each day to read either as 

a family, with a partner, or by themselves. Have discussions with your children about what they are reading 

and ask them to tell you what the story is about. If we work together both at home and school students will 

easily succeed at meeting our goals. Counting with your child by 2’s, 3’s, 4’s. 5’s, 10’s etc. is encouraged. 

Also having them practice addition, subtraction, or multiplication flashcards at home can also help. 

 Measurement facts can also be discussed at home. How many minutes in an hour? Hours in a day? Days in 

each month, months in a year? Inches in a foot? Feet in a yard? Yards in a mile? Ounces in a cup? Cups in a 

quart? quarts in a gallon? Etc.  

Here are some examples for questions you can ask your student before, during and after they read.  

Before Reading: 

~ After looking at the title and headings, I think this book will be about... 

~ I'm wondering if... 

~The picture makes me think that... 

~I already know some things about... 

~What do you think this book is about? 

~What are you wondering? 

~Do you know anything about... 

 

During Reading: 

~ This reminds me of... 

~ I'm wondering about... 

~ I'm picturing... 

~ This makes me feel... 

~ I predict that... 

~ I noticed... 

~ What are you thinking now? 

~ What are you picturing? 

~ Does this remind you of anything? 

~ Why did you think that? 

~ Have you ever... 

~ What do you think will happen next? 

~ What was your favorite part?  Why? 

~ Who was your favorite character?  Why? 

~ What did you like? Not like? 

~ What did you learn? 

~What was the most interesting? Why? 

 

After Reading: 

~ I never knew... 

~ I found... very interesting because... 

~ This reminds me of... 

~ My favorite part was... because... 

~ My favorite character was... because... 

 
We are looking forward to a great year here at Corsica-Stickney Elementary. Thanks for all you do to foster 

your child’s education! 

Ms.  Gillette Title I Director 
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FCS Is Off to a Great Start! 
Mrs. Jess DeVries- 
 

The FCS classroom is off to a great start this school year! Students have jumped right into their classes 
with positive attitudes, great participation, and excitement for what the semester has in store. From 
hands-on activities and class discussions to learning skills they can use beyond the classroom, we are 
looking forward to a fun and busy semester! 
 
FCCLA is also ready to kick off another exciting year! Students interested in learning more about FCCLA 
and the opportunities it offers are invited to attend our FCCLA Kickoff Meeting on September 10 at 6:00 
p.m. in the FCS room. This is for grades 9-12, come learn about upcoming activities, leadership 
opportunities, community service projects, competitions, and all the fun we have planned for the year. 
 
We are excited to see what our students accomplish this semester and can't wait for another great year 
in FCS and FCCLA! 
 



 

 

  



 

 


