
 

 

  

 

Sheryl Spaans helped the 4th grade class make flower owls for their mothers. 
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FACS of Life 
FCCLA Members Dare to Dream at 2025 State Leadership Conference in Sioux Falls 
By Jessica DeVries - Advisor 

Sioux Falls, SD – From April 27–29, 2025, Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) members from 

across South Dakota gathered in Sioux Falls for the annual State Leadership Conference. 1400 members, advisors, alumni and 

special guests were in attendance. This year’s theme, “Dream Boldly, Shine Brightly: Dare to Dream,” encouraged students 

to step out of their comfort zones and pursue their goals with confidence and heart. 

The three-day event was packed with dynamic workshops, STAR events (Students Taking Action with Recognition), general 

sessions, and social activities that inspired, challenged, and connected members. Attendees also took part in meaningful service 

projects, further demonstrating FCCLA’s commitment to leadership through community impact. 

A major highlight of the conference was keynote speaker Harvie Herrington, a former NFL player turned motivational speaker, 

who delivered a powerful message about discovering one’s purpose and helping others rise to their full potential. Herrington’s 

energetic talk centered on the idea that everyone has a unique gift, and bringing out the best in others is key to success—in both 

life and future careers. 

While the schedule was full, many members said the most memorable part of the weekend was the chance to build relationships 

and grow as a chapter. Whether encouraging each other before competitions, engaging in hands-on learning, or bonding at 

social events, students walked away with stronger connections and lasting memories. FCCLA competitions are different from 

any other type of competitions in high school. There are no spectators allowed while the members are presenting their projects, 

it’s just them and the judges, which can be rather intimidating. I give these students so much credit for just participating in this 

type of activity. This type of activity has helped prepare our students for real life situations such as public speaking and 

interview. The Corsica-Stickney students that attended this year’s State Leadership Conference were, Daryan De Vries – 

Chapter president and voting delegate, Cali Vanden Hoek, Braylee Bordewyk, Macayla Gerlach, Hallie Faber, Cali Howard, 

Karen Go, Gyver Vanden Bos, Tia De Boer, Ashtyn Feenstra, Presleigh Lefers, Brooke Howard, Hadynn Johnson, Brailey 

Mulder, Aubrey Schuman and Lexi Gerlach. A special thank you to Tina Strid who helped judge on Sunday, and Ashley 

Howard who helped judge on Monday and also chaperoned this year.  

The 2025 State Leadership Conference not only celebrated the accomplishments of FCCLA members but also equipped them 

with tools and inspiration to lead in their schools, communities, and future professions. With bold dreams and bright futures 

ahead, these young leaders are ready to shine. 

 



 

 

  

Mrs. Laura Morton considers her father frail, feeble and very fragile. 

When Jim Mahoney, one of Grandpa's old friends, plans a dinner party for 

all of their old buddies, they devise a plan to get Grandpa out of the 

house without upsetting Laura... they decide not to tell her. 

Unfortunately, all of Grandpa's clothes are in storage so they steal some 

of his grandson’s clothes and sneak out of the house. A nosy old maid 

across the street sees them and calls Laura, who scoffs at the idea, saying 

her father is asleep on the couch. When Laura discovers her housekeeper 

cuddled up on the couch, she calls the police and assumes Grandpa is 

either lost or worse yet, kidnapped. While the detective, a regular 

“human bloodhound,” and the family are out looking for Grandpa, Jim 

and Grandpa slip into the house with mysterious bandages wrapped 

around their heads and lots of explaining to do. 

Cast 

Directed by Brittany Eide 



 

  

Valedictorian - Saylor Lefers 

and Salutatorian Ali Wieczorek 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  



   

 

  

***********************************************

** 

 Track Members headed to State:  Boys -Reed Woerner, 

Sawyer Schmidt, Wyatt Timmermans, Aiden Clites, Driftin 

Mulder, Tate Tolsma, Caden Baumiller, and Waylon Bolle. 

Girls - Paige Timmermans, Braylee Bordewyk, Sophie De 
Lange, Hadynn Johnson, Remi Nelson, Evelyn Vilhauer, 
Daryan De Vries, and Brooke Reimnitz. 
 
 

High School Team → 

Junior High Team ↓ 

Those headed for State: 

   Claire Gerlach & 

   Max Vanden Hoek 

 

******************************************************* 



 

 

  

Student  

of the 

Month 

********************************************************************************************************* 

Recently the American Legion Auxiliary ladies, Peggy Munneke and Jan Bruinsma, 

came to the 3rd grade classroom and presented dictionaries to all the students. 

They shared a lesson on flag etiquette and the kids got a chance to fold a flag 

properly. Thank you ladies for coming every year!  

Flag Etiquette Lesson 



 

 

  



 

 

  

********************************************************************************************************** 

Kindergarten Graduation 
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